We are pleased to let you know that the Brushy Creek Regional Utility Authority will hold its second working meeting on our Deep Water Intake Study from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, March 6, at the Volente Fire Hall. 
There are two purposes to this meeting.  First, we will present the results of the first phase of the study -- an assessment of the technical feasibility of four types of intake designs at seven possible sites in the Volente area.  Our engineers have produced a nine-page report on this phase of the study. The report reviews the seven sites and four intake types, and it discusses which combinations are technically feasible and which are not. The report also includes an evaluation of the alternative pipeline routes which would be needed to connect the deep-water intake to the Phase 1 pipeline near the Cedar Park Water Treatment Plant. 

Second, we will present draft evaluation criteria to be used in determining the best intake site and design among those that are technically feasible.  We will ask you to comment and offer suggestions on proposed community and environmental impact criteria.

A “decision analysis” process will be utilized in selecting the best location and type for the BCRUA deep water intake from among the feasible options. This method is built on the concept of developing goals for making the best decision and then identifying the measures to determine the level by which the achievement of those goals are met. The overall goal of the study – to determine the most suitable intake type and location – will be evaluated through four primary sub-goals:

· Lowest cost

· Least project risk

· Least community impact

· Least environmental impact

The first two sub-goals – lowest cost and least project risk – are issues that are internal to the BCRUA and they will be evaluated by BCRUA staff and management. The last two sub-goals – least community impact and least environmental impact – are goals that affect external stakeholders. For the external sub-goals, BCRUA will seek input from you and others on how these goals are measured to make sure that all public concerns are considered in the “decision analysis” process.

We have produced a draft score sheet that we will use to capture public input for the “decision analysis” process. This document lists the Community Impact and Environmental Impact criteria currently under consideration. There’s space for you to add your criteria if you feel we’ve missed something. We’ll likely post this score sheet online so as many people as possible can provide their input, but we also will accept copies filled out by hand.  However, we encourage your participation and suggestions at the March 6 meeting.

Until then, thanks for your continued interest in the project.
