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Good afternoon Madam Chairwoman, and committee members, thank you for the opportunity to address you today. My name is George White and I am a Councilmember for the City of Round Rock, Texas. I have been asked by our Mayor and City Council to appear before you today and present our concerns regarding House Bill 722.

In 1978, Round Rock, a small city of 7,500 souls, ran out of water! Since that time, assuring the community of the availability of this resource has been the highest priority. The subsequent explosive population growth of the 1980s and 1990s has been well-documented. Today, we are rapidly approaching a population of 100,000 citizens. We expect to pass this milestone some time later this year or early next year. Demographers project that Round Rock’s growth will continue and will double in the next 15 to 20 years, ultimately topping out in the neighborhood of 250,000 inhabitants. Learning from the hard won experience of 1978, city leadership has taken great care in translating this growth into requirements for basic services to include a properly sized infrastructure and other services, such as an adequate supply of water.

The Legislature, recognizing early on the need for oversight of this precious commodity, established the Texas Water Development Board and determined its top priorities to be:

1) Flood control, and

2) The availability and sustainability of water to its citizens

Lake Travis, in its current configuration, was created to serve these two goals.

In 1997, the Legislature pass a bill authorizing the Lower Colorado River Authority to allocate for transfer 25,000 acre feet of water from the Colorado Basin, specifically Lake Travis, to the Brazos River Authority to be made available to Williamson County communities. Round Rock contracted for almost 21,000 acre feet of this allocation and since then has paid millions of dollars in reserve fees. Projections then and now show the need for this water to occur around 2015.

In 2005, Round Rock employed the HDR consulting firm to explore all possibilities as to water resources. Nine options were developed and analyzed. The best solution was determined to be a deep water intake in Lake Travis in partnership with the City of Cedar Park. Ultimately a partnership consisting of Round Rock, Cedar Park and Leander was formed as the Brushy Creek Regional Utility Authority. The benefits were obvious – three communities utilizing one intake site, one pipeline and one additional water treatment plant (to be located near Leander) was a very cost-effective solution. When you step back and look at this arrangement, it truly is a regional solution through the cooperative efforts of three cities, the Lower Colorado River Authority and the Brazos River Authority. Also, this plan complies with the Region G Statewide Water Plan.

Following the formation of the partnership, a study was conducted to determine the best site for a deep water intake. Seven options were identified and evaluated. Several factors were considered: construction costs, future maintenance and operations costs, potential impacts including environmental, and indentifying specific permits and approvals required, among others. 

This project will comply with all Texas state laws. In addition, an initial review by an independent third party indicates no current local ordinances that are prohibitive to this project. A complete due diligence study for the proposed site is under way.

Ladies and gentlemen, I have taken your time today and shared the foregoing with you to illustrate the compelling motives for this project. Our concern regarding the legislation before you is that any municipality bordering any water source in Texas can effectively block an inland municipality from sourcing water, even water that has been authorized for transfer by the Legislature and contracted and paid for by the landlocked neighbor. We believe this legislation may not only adversely affect this project but will fundamentally change water law in Texas, inhibiting growth and economic development. For these reasons, we respectfully ask that you NOT report HB 722 out of committee. Thank you.
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