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City of Round Rock (512) 218-5409

BCRUA Seeks Input from Volente-Area Residents on Deep-Water Intake Study

Online Survey Operational Today

The Brushy Creek Regional Utility Authority (BCRUA) is asking for input from Volente-area residents on its plans to construct a deep-water intake structure in Lake Travis and associated raw water pipeline for its new regional water supply system. The BCRUA is asking residents to participate in an online survey posted today on the project website, www.bcrua.org/survey
Seven potential intake sites/areas and five different intake types are being evaluated to determine the best intake type, location, and raw water pipeline route. All proposed alternatives will be compared to one another on the basis of factors that are internal to the BCRUA such as costs and project risks and external factors that affect the community, such as environmental and community impacts. 

“The input of those potentially affected by the deep-water intake and pipeline is important to this process,” said Will Hampton, Communications Director for the City of Round Rock. “We need those who live in the Volente area to tell us which potential impacts are most significant to them.” 

Area residents who would like the survey mailed or faxed to them may obtain a copy by calling the project hotline at (512) 684-3200. The deadline to return surveys is Monday, April 7, 2008. 

The information received will be considered by the project team when developing a scoring matrix to evaluate the intake sites and designs. The overall goal of the intake study – to determine the most suitable intake type and location – will be evaluated through four primary sub-goals: project cost, project risk, and the community and environmental impacts.
Survey results will be compiled into a presentation to be made at the next BCRUA board meeting, which is tentatively scheduled for April 15.  Survey results also will be presented at a meeting with Volente-area residents scheduled for May 8. 

The BCRUA board is in the process of setting a meeting with Volente’s Village Council to discuss the project and consider any concerns. Project engineers are expected to make their final recommendation on the intake site and design to the BCRUA board at its May meeting, which has not yet been set.

The cities of Round Rock, Cedar Park, and Leander are partnering in the regional water supply project, which will be constructed in phases. Phase One includes construction of a new, temporary floating intake structure on Lake Travis, a raw water pipeline within the Trails End Road right of way, a new treatment plant in Cedar Park, and a new treated water pipeline. 

(more)

The new treatment plant will ultimately supply 142 million gallons of water a day (mgd) to the growing region. Construction is expected to begin next year, with the plant operational by 2011. 

Phase Two includes construction of the permanent deep-water intake and raw water pipeline from the intake to the existing raw water pipeline. Construction is expected to be required no later than 2016, but it may be accelerated depending on drought conditions and lake levels. In January 2008, the Texas Water Development Board unanimously approved a $309 million loan for the project. 
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